Although several papers have been published on sinonasal cancer and previous exposure to wood dust, the evidence of a causal association is largely based on case-control studies and case reports. Hence, attempts to quantify this association in terms of relative risk rest mainly on case-control data. '-9 We found only one cohort study on the association between exposure to wood dust and sinonasal adenocarcinoma. '0 In that study, however, the calculations were based on eight cases in the exposed group. We present here data from a cohort study of sinonasal adenocarcinoma and other respiratory cancers among 8141 furniture workers during a 19 year follow up period.
Methods
The 1960 census in Sweden provides information about occupation, age, sex, and domicile for a population of about 7*5 million. All Analysis by tumour site has been performed in only a few studies. We found an increased risk for adenocarcinoma in the nasal cavity and the maxillary sinus. Previous studies have indicated an increase in tumours of the nasal cavity and ethmoid sinus'5 or of the nasal cavity and ethmoid and maxillary sinus.6 8 Acheson et al suggested that there may be a trend towards a decrease of sinonasal cancer in furniture workers after 1965.'5 Our findings suggest that there has been no such decrease.
